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Motivation 

 

 Huge amounts of legal documents are available in digital format 

 BGH publishes about 300 cases each month 

 Database of juris contains > 4 million documents 

 Beck-online provides > 2.5 million documents 

 

 

 

 Precedents are important in lawyers' everyday work 

 Case law in Anglo-American region 

 Continental Europe 

 High Courts give interpretations of laws 

 Past cases can be used as guidance 

 Transformation of precedents to common law 

 All similar cases can’t be found without computer aid 
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Motivation 

 

 Legal data as source of latent structured data 

 Similar structure for certain document types, e.g. judgments, laws 

 Grammatical or spelling mistakes are uncommon 

 Explicit and implicit relations between documents 

 NLP and ML are promising approaches 
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Motivation 

 

 Google Image Search 

 Input: picture 

 Output: similar pictures, information about the picture 
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Dataset 

 

 BGH Judgments  

 Extracted from beck-online 

 From 1951 until today (most after 2000) 

 AktG 

 > 900 judgments 

 ∼ 2100 words per judgment 

 ∼ 40 explicit references per judgment 

 Mietrecht 

 > 700 judgments 

 ∼ 2500 words per judgment 

 ∼ 35 explicit references per judgment 

 

 Laws 

 AktG (last 30 years) 

 BGB (latest version) 
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Problem Statement 
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What determines relatedness in 
legal documents? 

How can a system recognize 
these relations? 

In which way can this knowledge be 
presented to a user? 
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Literature Review 
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Solution Approach 
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Roadmap 
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