INDIVIDUAL

FUNDING

OBJECTIVE

WHO CAN APPLY?

WHAT CAN BE
FUNDED?

DAAD Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst
German Academic Exchange Service

Heilbronn Al Fellowship

Research Fellowships for International Postdoctoral Researchers in Artificial In-
telligence. The Heilbronn Al Fellowship attracts outstanding international
postdoctoral researchers to Heilbronn's rapidly growing Al ecosystem. The
programme supports cutting-edge Al research at institutions on the
Bildungscampus Heilbronn and across the broader innovation network.
Fellows benefit from a unique environment that combines academic excel-
lence, industry collaboration, advanced digital infrastructure, and entrepre-
neurial opportunities. Beyond research, the programme encourages technol-
ogy transfer, real-world applications, and engagement with innovation and
startup ecosystems.

By connecting global talent with leading research, industry, and innovation
partners, the fellowship strengthens Heilbronn's position as a leading Euro-
pean hub for Al research, innovation, and entrepreneurship.

International PhD candidates or postdoctoral researchers who obtained a
PhD/doctorate no more than five years ago. PhD candidates should be in the
final year before their dissertation defense. Applicants should have a strong ac-
ademic background in Artificial Intelligence or a related field, be affiliated with
a university or non-university research institution, and also plan to undertake a
research project at an eligible host institution in Bildungscampus Heilbronn.

The programme provides funding for a research stay in Artificial Intelligence or
related fields at eligible host institutions in Bildungscampus Heilbronn. Fel-
lows become part of a dynamic Al ecosystem that combines world-class re-
search, industry collaboration, advanced digital infrastructure, and opportuni-
ties forinnovation, technology transfer, and entrepreneurship. The programme
enables researchers to advance scientific knowledge while contributing to the
development of Al-driven solutions with real-world impact.

The research stay can be carried out at any of the following universities or re-
search institutions located on the Bildungscampus Heilbronn: DHBW Center
for Advanced Studies, DHBW Heilbronn (Baden-Wiirttemberg Cooperative State
University), Ferdinand-Steinbeis-Institute, Fraunhofer HNFIZ, Heilbronn Univer-
sity of Applied Sciences (HHN) - HHN, Technical University of Munich (TUM)
Campus Heilbronn.
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DURATION OF THE

FUNDING

VALUE

SELECTION

DAAD Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst
German Academic Exchange Service

Funding is provided for research stays from 1 to 12 months. For some institu-
tions, research stays of between six and 12 months are preferred.

Funding for the fellowship programme is available until the end of the pro-
gramme's funding period.

The Fellowship cannot be extended beyond the maximum permitted period.
Special circumstances may be considered on an individual basis.

The fellowship includes the following financial benefits:
e amonthly fellowship instalment of 2,800 Euros
e payments towards health, accident and personal liability insurance
cover
e alump sum towards international travel costs

Under certain circumstances, fellowship holders may receive the following ad-
ditional benefits:

e Additional costs arising from a disability or chronic illness may be eligi-
ble for support. Requests for such support will be assessed individu-
ally, further information.

e Forfellows applying to a funding period exceeding six (6) months, fam-
ily benefits may be granted subject to eligibility. Eligibility and the level
of support will be determined on an individual basis in accordance
with the applicable fellowship conditions.

o Allrequests relating to special circumstances will be assessed individu-
ally on a case-by-case basis.

Selection is conducted through a single-stage evaluation based on the submit-
ted application documents.

Applications are jointly prepared by the applicant and the host institution and
are evaluated by independent experts in the relevant research fields. The ex-
perts are appointed by DAAD, while host institutions may propose candidates.
To ensure fairness and impartiality, experts with a conflict of interest or a su-
pervisory relationship with an applicant are excluded from the evaluation pro-
cess

Applications are assessed on the basis of academic excellence, the quality of
the proposed research project, and the applicant’s suitability for the pro-
gramme and its objectives. Funding is awarded only following a positive evalu-
ation by the appointed experts.
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SELECTION
CRITERIA

WHAT REQUIRE-
MENTS MUST BE
MET?

DAAD Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst
German Academic Exchange Service

a The selection criteria are:

Academic qualification
e Academic performance (general grade point average, grade develop-
ment, dissertation grade)
e Course of studies and doctorate
e Academic achievements after graduation, (e.g. publications, lectures,
conference papers)

Quality of the research project

e Quality of research proposal and preparation (originality, topicality
and relevance of the project, choice of host institution and first con-
tacts, relevance for application and transfer.)

e Feasibility and consistency of research plan and schedule

e Suitability of the applicant’s profile and the research project to the ob-
jectives of the program (potential for personal and professional devel-
opment, integration of the project into longer-term cooperation plans,
regarding longer-term research stays of the applicant in Germany)

In addition, the selection process will give due consideration to aspects of
equal opportunities, on which you can provide information in the application
form. For further information on the selection procedure, please refer to the
Important Scholarship Information / Section E.

Please check if the following criteria are fulfilled:

e Applicants should generally have obtained their PhD/doctorate no
more than five years before the application deadline. PhD candidates
must be in the final year before their dissertation defense at the time of
application.

e Applicants must have been residing outside Germany throughout the
15 months prior to submitting their application.

LANGUAGE SKILLS 6 Very good English language skills are essential, but no official language certifi-

APPLICATION
DOCUMENTS

cate is required. However, applicants must possess sufficient English or, where
applicable, German language skills to successfully carry out the proposed re-
search project in Germany. The letter of invitation from the host institution in
Germany must also address the language requirements for the realization of
the planned project and confirm that the applicant's language skills meet
these requirements.

Certificates, proof of credits, certifications and translations may be scanned in
non-certified form and uploaded to the DAAD portal. The DAAD reserves the
right to request certified copies of the documents.
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APPLICATION
DEADLINE

Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst
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DAAD

The following documents must be submitted with the application:

Online application form

Full curriculum vitae in tabular form (max. 3 pages)

List of publications (max. 10 pages), if applicable

Letter of motivation (1-2 pages) considering the following question:

What applicant hope to gain from the project in Germany (personally,

professionally, for career development)?

5. Aresearch proposal, jointly develop by the applicant and the host in
Germany (2-3 pages). The proposal should describe the research pro-
ject

6. Schedule of planned research work

7. One recent reference which provides information about applicant “s
qualifications. Please regard the instructions given on the tab “Submit-
ting an application” in the DAAD scholarship database

8. Ifapplicable, other documents

R N S

Important: Please, read and download the following forms that must be sub-
mitted online via the application portal:

9. |Invitation letter and confirmation from the academic host in Germany
(Link). The invitation letter must refer to the research project, language
skills of the applicant to conduct research, and guarantee that the host
institute in Germany will provide a workplace and

10. The ,Ethics Issues Checklist“ (Link) on safety-relevant and ethical as-
pects of the research project. Please upload the document in addition
to the confirmation from the academic host in the portal under ‘ac-
ceptance of host institution

All application documents must be submitted in English. Please also read our
Important Scholarship Information before submitting the application.

Anyone wishing to get in touch with a host at one of the institutions participat-
ing in the programme is invited to complete the contact form DAAD - Heilbronn
Al Fellowship - Institution Contact Form or should send an email with their en-
quiry to heilbronn-ai@daad.de, and the DAAD will facilitate the contact.

Documents that are not yet available by the application submission (e.g. the
letter of admission) can be submitted later. Please upload a free-form state-
ment to the application in which it is explained why the documents are not at
hand yet and when they will be available.

Applications are accepted on a rolling basis and may be submitted at any time.
Nonetheless, to allow sufficient time for the review and selection process, ap-
plications should generally be submitted at least four months before the in-
tended start of the fellowship.
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MORE DETAILED @ *

INFORMATION

Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst
German Academic Exchange Service

DAAD

The application procedure occurs online through the DAAD portal. Fol-
low the link from the application calls in our scholarship database and
your browser will redirect you to the homepage of the personalised
DAAD online services.

An application is only valid if all required documents have been sub-
mitted via the DAAD portal by the application time. If any required doc-
uments are not available at the time of submission, applicants must
clearly explain the reasons for their absence and indicate when the
documents will be provided.

Only one application per applicant can be considered at any given
time. Simultaneous applications cannot be processed.

Data protection: The application documents remain with the DAAD. Your
personal data is saved by the DAAD in accordance with the Federal Data
Protection Act and with the EU Data Protection Regulation insofar as this
data is needed to process the application.

INFORMATION AND Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst
ADVISORY CEN- German Academic Exchange Service
TRES Referat S15 - Research and Studies

Kennedyallee 50
53175 Bonn

Laura Mendez Prencke
E-Mail: Heilbronn-Al@daad.de
Phone: 0228 882 5248

MORE DETAILED @ BILDUNGS
INFORMATION CAMPUS

DIETER SCHWARZ STIFTUNG

The programme offers fellowships for cutting-edge Al research at institutions
on the Bildungscampus Heilbronn. More detailed information can be found

on the website of the Bildungscampus Heilbronn and the participating institu-
tions mentioned in point 3, “What can be funded?”.

FUNDED BY With funding from

DIETER SCHWARZ
O sTIFTUNG
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